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As a result of winning the ESAA Track and Field cup at Intermediate Boys and Girls age
group at Hull i n 2008 Southend High School for Boys and Girls were invited to send a school
team of 6 to the World Schools Athletics Competition known as the Jean Humbert Cup -
named after an International Sports Federation off icial who died tragically in a road accident
in 1998.

This year it was taking place in the city of Talli nn in the Baltic state of Estonia. The
competition rules state that Countries can only send International teams after a school team of
the same gender has been accepted. Southend Boys was the boy’s representative and
Southend High School for Girls was representing the girl’s school.

At the opening ceremony Tom Frith of the  Boys school has the honour of being selected to
read out the ISF oath of Friendship and Fair play as the Patron of the event Olympic and
World Discus champion Gert Kanter  opened the World Athletics event.



The athletics championships started on Saturday 27 June where in the morning the teams
engaged in their field events, whilst in the afternoon they took part in their chosen track
events.



The competition concluded on Sunday with hurdles and pole vault with a Swedish Relay of 4
legs of 100m, 200m, 300m and 400m. In the pole vault the German School team from
Potsdam had 3 U17 Boys all clearing 4.40m with the winner clearing 5.00m. This gave the
Germans the victory in the Boys schools event – scoring more points than the winner of the
International team – England.

Southend boys needed to be faster than France in the relay to be placed 8th but lost by a
second to be placed 7th in the World.

After the application of the complicated points scoring system it was announced that
Southend High School for Girls had come a magnificent 3rd out of 24 schools (many of them
specialist sports schools and some attached to universities). This was the best ever result by
an England schools' team in this and the cross-country event. They also provided the athlete
of the Games in Georgia Atkins who scored the most points of any athlete with 6.00m in the
long jump and running the 3rd best time in the World for her age in the 100m Hurdles.

As a result the ESAA chairman Mr Geoff Wickens presented Georgia with an individual
ESAA medal to commerate her achievement. Georgia went on to win the ESAA National
80m Hurdles title at Sheff ield the week after.

On Monday all the students were given a tour of sites of interest and later took part in a
friendship relay round the park next to the stadium, holding a 50m length of rope with 30
athletes made up of individuals from the different nations. The games finished with a fitting
closing ceremony, after days of f ierce competition, yet also international harmony. It was a
wonderful experience for all concerned.

The ESAA selected International sides were 6th in the Girls Select event whilst the boys
repeated their performance of 2005 in Portugal and won the Select boys event.



Team managers Girls - Mrs Lynda Lenton – Boys Mr Ian Roberts. Head of England
delegation - ESAA chairman Mr Geoff Wickens.

Member of technical committee - Mr David Littlewood – Hon Secretary ESAA.




